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Climate Resilience Planning & Financing in
Westport, Washington
BACKGROUND

HIGHLIGHTS

The City of Westport is a small community situated on a peninsula in southern Washington at the mouth of Grays Harbor and the Pacific Ocean. In the
summer, Westport’s population swells to almost twice it’s year-round size,
drawing tourists to its beaches, surfing, and state parks. Commercial fishing,
seafood processing, and a marina are other key economic drivers for the community.
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Surrounded by water on three sides, Westport has already begun to feel the
effects of climate change. Storm surge events have triggered coastal flooding in
the City’s Marina business district, while oceanfront dunes and beach are
eroding in front of private residences and state park land. These issues are
compounded by sea level rise. Westport has a small municipal staff, and hazard
mitigation planning to date has primarily focused on preparing for a possible
Cascadia earthquake and resulting tsunami. Climate-related hazards have historically received less attention from municipal officials and the public. Westport looked to the New England EFC for help assessing and building resilience
to climate impacts and for insight into funding sources that would support future projects.
Coastal dune erosion on the Westport Light Trail along the Pacific Coast
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APPROACH
Over the course of a year, the
New England EFC led Westport
through the Climate Resilience Prioritization Toolkit. Based on the
U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit,
this multi-step process identified
climate-related hazards and community assets, assessed the vulnerability and risk of Westport’s assets to climate threats, and identified adaption options the City
could pursue to build resilience for
top priorities. Completion of the
toolkit was informed by relevant

research and planning documents,
City staff, Planning Commission,
and City Council members, and
scientific and technical experts
from Washington’s Department of
Ecology, Sea Grant, and the University of Washington.

KEY FINDINGS
The Toolkit generated a series of
potential adaption options (see excerpt below) that Westport could
pursue to make top priority community assets more resilient to climate hazards. Options ranged

from soft shoreline stabilization using nature-based solutions, to education and awareness raising
among the local business community, to accounting for sea level
rise projections in shoreline management and permitting. Timelines
and potential funding sources, as
well as opportunities to integrate
climate action into existing plans,
projects, and proposals, were identified for each priority area. Findings were presented to the City
Council and Planning Commission
to determine how Westport will
proceed with these recommendations.

Excerpt from Adaptation Options to Build Climate Resilience in Westport, WA

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Navigating the Federal Funding Landscape: A Guide for Communities (New England EFC)
Projected Sea Level Rise for Washington State (University of Washington Climate Impact Group)
Soft Shoreline Stabilization Implementation Guidance (WA Department of Ecology)

This project was led by the New England Environmental Finance Center and
sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

